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Abstract

This research has aimed at analysing and criticising the
authoritarian practices in Egyptian education through defining the
theories explaining the concept of authoritarianism and its related
concepts as well as clarifying the aspects of authoritarianism in
education whether in the family or the school . It has relied on the
critical analytical approach, including the method of scientific and
methodological steps, based on a set of basic statements that are the
controls governing the process of analysis and criticism of different
aspects of the phenomenon, to reach results about the dimensions of
this phenomenon so as to develop awareness about it . In addition,
it has reached a number of results ; the most important one is that
the Egyptian family perpetuates social authoritarianism through
rearing individuals on submission and subordination besides raising
them in coercive and arbitrary methods.Therefore , the
authoritarian personality , that is characterized by conservatism as
well as submission to power and at the same time by aggression
against people who violate the conventional values ,is transferred
and developed in the youth . While the seeds of this character are
planted within the family , its traits are developed in all the
subsequent stages experienced by the individual . Furthermore , the
school follows the process of oppression that has begun in the
family through the pattern of the bureaucratic social organization
within the school ,teaching methods based on indoctrination and the
culture of silence , the non-critical curricula in which knowledge
appeared as scared facts ,and the systems of evaluation which instill
fears in the hearts of students ,as well as the educational

YV¢
Yord gilg asl) Gadally ualdl) alaal)




(1o s 2y

commodification which has transferred education from a lofty
message into a commercial commodity that some can obtain while
others can’t . In the shadows of this authoritarian structure, the
individual develops in his personality the traits of submission and
subjugation and starts to lose his ability to think critically. This
structure can only produce authoritarianism, oppression, culture of
silence and alienation. Thus, education based on authoritarianism is
the shortest way to destroy the individual and the society since the
result is a consolidation of blind and absolute obedience which
creates passive personalities.
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