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Polarized thinking among secondary school students
enrolled in STEM schools and their regular peers
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Abstract:

The objectives of the current research are to identify its prevalence
and the differences attributed to the type of education (general - STEM),
gender variable (males - females) and academic year (first - second -
third), and The sample of the current research consisted of 400 male and
female high school students in general secondary schools and STEM
schools. Their ages ranged between (15-21) years, with an average age of
(16.64) years and a standard deviation of (1.062) years. This was (110
males - 290 females). The polarized thinking scale was used in the current
research (prepared by the researcher), and the results showed There are no
statistically significant differences between the average scores of
secondary school students in polarized thinking due to the type of
education (general education - STEM system) on the polarized thinking
scale at the level of all factors and the total score, with the exception of
intellectual stagnation. Statistically significant differences were found at
the level of significance ( 0.01) due to the type of education (general-
STEM) and the differences were in the direction of general education
students, There are no statistically significant differences between the
average scores of secondary school students in polarized thinking due to
the type of student (male-female) on the polarized thinking scale at the
level of all factors and the total score, with the exception of intellectual
stagnation. Statistically significant differences were found at the
significance level (05, 0) due to the type of students (male/female) and the
differences were in the male direction. The results also showed that there
were no statistically significant differences due to the study group
(first/second/third) on the polarized thinking scale at the level of all
factors and the total score.

Keywords: polarized thinking, secondary school students enrolled in
STEM schools.
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